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Preface

  

As a Member of the UEFA Club Licensing Committee, I know only too well that Club 
Licensing has since developed and the improving standards in the Welsh Premier League, 
both on and off, are for all to see. Club Licensing has almost certainly been the catalyst to 
drive this forward.  

The FAW is pleased to support the concept of Domestic Club Licensing also, considering that 
it will enhance and improve a wide range of aspects of football at the highest level in the 
Principality. Subsequently, in December 2005, the FAW Council approved the introduction of 
Domestic Licensing, to ensure that all member clubs participating within the highest domestic 
League in Wales continues to develop and progress. This ambition was re-emphasised again 
by the FAW through the Association s Strategy for 2008-2012.  

All member clubs of the Welsh Premier League will be required to comply with all of the A 
Criteria requirements of this document to participate in Season 2010 / 2011 and beyond. It is 
likely that various criterion may be amended in future seasons, but this will only be done after 
consultation with the clubs concerned.  

On behalf of the Football Association of Wales, I commend this document to you, in the 
expectation that all clubs will make every effort to comply with the Licensing regulations. I 
can assure you that in doing so you will be given the full support of the FAW Council and the 
FAW staff.  

 

Mr. Peter Rees 
President 
Football Association of Wales 

I am delighted to introduce to you, the second 
edition of the Football Association of Wales 
National Domestic Club Licensing Manual.

  
In the autumn of 2000, UEFA proposed a model 
European standard for football Club Licensing 
and after consultation with all member nations; 
the final UEFA proposals were approved in 
2002.   

The inaugural UEFA Club Licensing season was 
in 2003/2004 and all seventeen Welsh Premier 
League clubs underwent the thorough Licensing 
process. The stringent criteria was met by five 
clubs, firstly by Newtown AFC, and also by 
Aberystwyth Town, Haverfordwest County, 
Rhyl FC and Total Network Solutions FC, the 
latter four were the first Licensed clubs to 
represent Wales in European Competition. 
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Glossary Of Terms

  
Note 

 
Definitions are also contained in the FAW s Articles of Association , Standing 

Orders and Standing Committees and cross-references are noted where appropriate.  

DEFINITION

 

AGM The Welsh Premier League Annual General 
Meeting, which takes place at the end of every 
football season.  

Annual Financial Statements A complete set of financial statements prepared 
as at the statutory closing date. Should include a 
balance sheet, profit and loss account and those 
notes and other statements and explanatory 
material that are an integral part of the financial 
statements.  

Club Licensing Appeals Board (AB) The Club Licensing Appeals Board (AB) deals 
with appeals by clubs against a decision by the 
FIB.  

Core Process Minimum requirements that the Licensor has to 
put in place for verification of compliance with 
the criteria described in the Manual as basis for 
the issuance of a licence to an applicant.  

Council The body responsible for carrying out the affairs 
of the FAW (ref FAW articles).  

Criteria Requirements to be fulfilled by the Licence 
applicant divided into five categories (Sporting, 
Infrastructure, Personnel and Administrative, 
Legal and Financial.  

Deadline for submissions of the list The date by which   the   Licensor   must  
of Licensed Clubs to FAW Council submit to the FAW Council, the list of clubs that 

were granted a Licence by the National decision 
making bodies. This date is defined by the FAW 
Council each year and announced to the 
Licensor. The Licensor should also 
communicate the list to the Welsh Premier 
League.  

Deadline for submission of the The date by which each Licensor requires 
application to the Licensor.  Licence applicants to have submitted all relevant 

information for its application for a Licence.    
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Event or Condition of major  An event or condition is of major 
economic importance economic importance if it is considered material 

to the financial statements of the reporting entity 
and would require a different (adverse) 
presentation of the results of the operations, 
financial position and net assets of the reporting 
entity if it had occurred during the preceding 
financial year or interim period.  

FAW Club Licensing system Consists of six categories of criteria and 
a Core Process.  

FAW Domestic Committee (DC) The FAW Standing Committee responsible for 
overseeing the Licensing process on behalf of the 
Council. Formerly the Management Committee  

Financial year The financial reporting period ending on the 
statutory closing date, whether this is a year or 
not, and which is not an interim period.  

First Instance Body (FIB) The First Instance Body is responsible for the 
granting of a licence.   

Independent Auditor / Accountant An auditor, or accountant, who is independent of 
the entity, in compliance with the Financial 
Criteria set out in this Manual.  

Licence Certificate confirming fulfilment of all 
mandatory minimum requirements by the 
licensee.  

Licence Applicant Legal entity fully and solely responsible for the 
football team participating in the National Club 
Competition, which applies for a Licence.  

Licensee Licence applicant, which has been granted with 
a licence by the licensor.  

Licensing Administration Body or staff within the Licensor that deals with 
Club Licensing matters.  

Licensing Toolkit CD-Rom A CD-Rom, produced by the FAW, which 
contains all relevant templates and helpful 
documents to assist clubs in meeting the criteria.  

Licensing Cycle See Core Process.  

Licensing Season Season for which a Licence has been granted 
(cf. also Season to be licensed).  
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Licensing Process See Core Process.  

Licensor The body (FAW) that operates the licensing 
system and grants the licence.   

May Indicates a party s discretion to do something 
(i.e. optional, rather than mandatory).  

Must or Shall Indicates an obligation to do something (i.e. 
mandatory).  

National Domestic Club Licensing Working document which describes the 
Manual National Domestic Club Licensing system in 

Wales with specific national particularities and 
objectives.  

Season to be Licensed Means the Welsh Premier League season for 
which the licence applicant has applied for the 
Licence; i.e. 1st July  30th June.  

Significant Change Means an event that is considered material to the 
documentation previously submitted to the 
Licensor and that would require a different 
presentation if it had occurred prior to the 
submission of the licensing documentation.  

Stadium Means the venue where the club will play its 
home matches in domestic competitions 
including, but not limited to, all properties and 
facilities near to such stadium (for example 
offices, hospitality areas.)  

Statutory Closing Date The annual accounting reference date of the 
reporting entity.  

Subsequent Events Events or conditions occurring after the 
Licensing decision.  

UEFA Union of European Football Associations. The 
Governing Body of European Football.  

UEFA Stadium Regulations The criteria by which UEFA stipulates the 
classification of stadia. All stadia that are used 
in UEFA Competitions must have a rating 
between 1 and 5, which determines which 
competitions are playable at specific venues.  

Welsh Premier League (WPL) The Welsh Premier League (WPL) is the body 
comprising clubs in Wales First Division, all 
members being subject to the Licensing process. 
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11..  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn

   
1.1 National Domestic Club Licensing 

  
National Domestic Club Licensing sets out quality standards and procedures by which clubs 
will be assessed as a basis for continuous improvement of many aspects of football. It is a 
modern form of regulation.  

The Football Association of Wales (FAW) approved the domestic system on 6th December 
2005 and the FAW Council has agreed the same criteria subjects as UEFA Licensing, which 
made its decision following a consultation exercise with a variety of bodies.  

Licensing requires that those clubs in membership of the Welsh Premier League (LOW) meet 
specific standards. The standards are presented in the form of criteria under six headings 

  

1. Sporting: Youth & Coaching. 

2. Infrastructure. 

3. Legal 

4. Personnel and Administration. 

5. Financial. 

6. Codes Of Practice. 

The criteria is predominantly transparent and consistent with UEFA standards where 
necessary and a great deal of care and attention has been given to the drafting of this criteria. 
The focus has been on establishing a set of quality standards for Welsh Football, which is 
attainable for all clubs currently in the League and also for those who have aspirations to join 
the League.  

Licensing will have all the characteristics of a quality management system. The FAW s 
management of the system will be coherent with UEFA Licensing, which is annually subject 
to third party scrutiny by UEFA, and assessed by two Independent Bodies (First Instance 
Body and Appeals Body), in order to guarantee the transparency and integrity of the system.  

1.2 Benefits of National Domestic Club Licensing

  

The governing body sets standards for Licensing. By meeting these standards, football as a 
whole is acknowledging its responsibility to the community at large. Licensing is a 
transparent process that enables clubs in particular to demonstrate to all their stakeholders that 
they meet quality standards.  

Licensing will help to establish benchmarking information. Clubs will be able to use this 
information to establish their position and to plan future quality improvement.  

FAW resource will be focused on assisting clubs to meet their standards. Football will benefit 
from the adoption of quality management practices by the FAW.  
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22..  PPrroocceedduurree

   
2.1 The Management of the System

  
National Domestic Club Licensing will be managed by the FAW for its members. The system 
will comprise of self-certification on the part of the club, together with an audit conducted by 
the FAW.  

In order to demonstrate that it meets the criteria, a club will make available, a series of club 
reports and supporting documents at the audit that will be conducted at a pre-agreed time with 
the club at its ground. A checklist is provided in the Appendices of this manual, which 
outlines what a club may expect at the audit and how the club should prepare for it.  

Those clubs that meet the standards will be issued with a Licence. Those clubs that have not 
fulfilled the minimum MUST criteria will not be granted a licence. The Deadline for the 
submission of the list of Licensed Clubs is set by the FAW Council and must be strictly 
adhered to annually. It must also be before the Welsh Premier League AGM.   

2.2 Licence Refusal

  

If the club is refused a Licence, the following procedure will apply:   

April Clubs refused a licence, must submit any appeal to the Licensing Manager 

within 10 days of being informed of the First Instance Bodies decision. 

Appeals must be forwarded in writing by recorded delivery mail for attention 

of the Licensing Manager together with the appropriate Appeal s Fee. The 

Appeals Board is notified and a meeting date agreed.  

April The Licensing Manager prepares a report and dispatches this to the Appeals 

Body.  

May The Appeals Body considers the Licence applicants appeal by the 31st May 

each year. The decision is made whether to grant a licence or not. If the licence 

is granted, area for future attention may be detailed. If the licence is refused, 

areas to be addressed must be detailed and the relevant Sanction is applied.  

AGM The Licensing Manager submits the list of licensed clubs to the FAW 

Council and the Welsh Premier League at its Annual General Meeting, 

which is usually held in the last week of May or early June.   
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2.3 Criteria Graduation

  
The criteria described in this National Domestic Club Licensing Manual are graded into three 
separate categories. This arrangement corresponds with the Version 2 of the UEFA Licensing 
Manual. It should guide both clubs and the National Association through the whole process.  

The different grades have been defined as follows:  

A Criteria  MUST:

 

If the licence applicant does not fulfil any A-criteria, then it 
cannot be granted with a Domestic Licence .   

B Criteria  MUST:

 

If the licence applicant does not fulfil any B-criteria then it is 
sanctioned as specified by the licensor, but can

 

still receive a 
Domestic Licence .  

C Criteria 

   

These criteria are best practice recommendations. Non- 
BEST PRACTICE

 

fulfilment of any C-criteria does not lead to any sanction or to 
the refusal of the licence. Certain C-criteria may become 
MUST criteria at a later stage.  

2.4 Timescale

  

Domestic Licensing was introduced in September 2006. Welsh Premier League clubs have 
undergone the Domestic licensing process since season 2006/7, without Sanctions.  This 
process will be ongoing but Sanctions will be applied at the start of the 2009/10 Season.  

All clubs who wish to continue with membership in the Welsh Premier League must have a 
Domestic Club Licence in Season 2010/2011, which will be assessed during the 2009/2010 
season. Similarly, any clubs who wish to gain promotion into the Welsh Premier League for 
season 2010/2011 will also have to achieve the Club Licence 

 

Please also refer to Chapter 
4.2 

 

Level 2 of FAW Pyramid.

  

2.5 Development

  

Licensing is a progressive system designed to deliver continuous improvement. Improvements 
will be introduced as the system develops. FAW committees have the authority to review 
criteria and these will be referred to Council for approval following a consultation process 
with various bodies including the Board of Directors of the Welsh Premier League. The 
development process will incorporate reasonable timescales, and the manual will be reviewed 
on an annual basis.  

2.6 Disciplinary Rules

   

The FAW normal disciplinary rules shall apply to breaches of the licensing process. 

For example:  
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If a club submits falsified documents to the Licensing Manager or does not respect the fixed 
deadlines the club will be sanctioned in accordance with the disciplinary procedures of the 
Association.  

2.7 FAW Sanctions for Clubs and Individuals

  
The FAW Disciplinary Regulations are applicable to sanction:  

a) Club and / or 
b) Individuals   

2.8 Licensing Administration

 

(LA)

  

The FAW have established the appropriate administration and have appointed staff members 
to be responsible for the licensing process.  

The tasks of the LA will include:  

a) Preparing and implementing the Domestic Club Licensing system. 

b) Providing administrative support to the decision-making bodies. 

c) Assisting, advising and monitoring the licensees during the season.  

The LA will be equipped with the suitable qualified staff and the necessary infrastructure, the 
costs being borne by the Association.  

The FAW Head of Finance, who has an educational background in accountancy, will be 
responsible for the administration of the financial criteria.  

All persons involved in the Licensing process must comply with strict confidentiality rules 
regarding information received during the Licensing process.   

2.9 External Audit

  

UEFA Licensing stipulates that UEFA, or a third party entrusted with the task on UEFA s 
behalf, is entitled to examine the National Licensing procedure with respect to UEFA s 
minimum criteria, and to submit corresponding recommendations to the FAW. The 
procedures carried out by the FAW in the management of the Domestic Licensing system 
should mirror those in UEFA Licensing.        
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33..  LLiicceennssoorr

   
3.1 Introduction

  
This chapter defines the Licensor and the decision-making bodies.  

3.2 Licensor Definition

  

3.2.1 Who is the Licensor?

  

The Football Association of Wales is the body that operates the Domestic Licensing system 
and issues Licenses to its clubs. The Licensor appoints the corresponding Licensing Bodies 
and fixes the necessary procedures.  

The Licensor guarantees to the Licence Applicants, full confidentiality with regard to all 
information given by the Licence Applicant during the Licensing process. Anyone involved 
with the Licensing process must complete Confidentiality forms before commencing any 
tasks.  

3.2.2 Decision Making Bodies

  

The Licensor shall establish an appropriate administration and appoint its qualified staff 
members. I.e. The Club Licensing Manager and/or their deputy. 
The licensor shall establish two decision-making bodies, the names of which it shall 
determine: 

a) First Instance Body (FIB) 

b) Appeals Body (AB)  

The decision-making bodies shall be independent from each other. They shall receive 
administrative support from the administration of the licensor.  

3.2.3 Licensing Administration

  

The tasks of the Licensing administration (LA) will include:  

Preparing, implementing and further developing the club licensing system; 

Providing administrative support to the decision-making bodies referred to in 3.2.2 

above 

Assisting, advising and monitoring the licensees during the season; 

Serving as the contact point for and sharing expertise with the licensing departments of 

other UEFA member associations and with UEFA itself.  

The LA must be equipped with suitably qualified staff and the necessary infrastructure. These 
costs are borne by the licensor.  
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At least one staff member or an external financial adviser must be a Chartered Accountant.  

All persons involved in the licensing process must comply with strict confidentiality rules 
regarding information received during the licensing procedure. The Football Association of 
Wales shall set up the necessary confidentiality clauses in this respect.  

3.2.4 First Instance Body (FIB)  

The FIB decides on whether a licence should be granted to an applicant on the basis of 
the documents provided and in accordance with the provisions of the National Club 
Licensing Manual at the submission deadline set by the licensor.  

The Football Association of Wales Council, unless provided otherwise by the Statutes, 
of the National Association decides on the composition of this body.  

The licensor decides on the quorum of the FIB. The quorum must be of minimum three 
members. The chairman has the casting vote.  

The decision must be put in writing and include the reasoning in case of a licence 
refusal.  

As members of the FIB, the licensor may nominate administrative staff of the national 
association, with the exception of the Licensing Manager who cannot be member of 
the FIB.  

The Football Association of Wales Council will appoint the members of the FIB.  

3.2.5 Appeals Body (AB)  

The AB decides on appeals submitted in writing and makes a final and binding 
decision on whether a licence should be granted.  

Appeals may only be lodged by: - 
a.) the licence applicant, who received the refusal of the FIB. 
b.) The Licensee, whose licence has been withdrawn by the First Instance 

Body; or 
c.) The Licensing Manager  

The AB makes its decision based on the decision of the FIB and all the evidence 
provided by the licence applicant or licensor with its written request for appeal or 
within the deadline determined in the appeal procedure by the chairman of the AB. 
Any further evidence submitted to the AB at a later stage shall not be taken into 
account.  

The decision must be put in writing and include the reasoning in case of a licence 
refusal.  

The Football Association of Wales Council, unless otherwise provided by the Statutes, 
decides on the composition of the AB.  
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The licensor decides on the quorum for the decisions of the AB. The quorum must be 
of minimum three members. The chairman has the casting vote.  

Administrative staff of the national association and its affiliated league cannot be 
members of the AB.  

Members of the AB must not simultaneously be members of any other statutory body 
or Committee of the licensor (i.e. other than the bodies mentioned in 3.2.6 below).  

The Football Association of Wales Council will appoint the members of the AB.  

3.2.6 Requirements of Members of the Decision Making Bodies  

The decision-making bodies must have at least one qualified lawyer and one chartered 
accountant.  

Members of the decision-making bodies must not belong simultaneously to a statutory 
judicial body of the licensor and must act impartially in the discharge of their duties.  

Members may be re-elected or re-appointed after serving their initial three-year 
membership subject to the approval of the FAW Council.  

Members of the decision-making bodies must follow the strict confidentiality rules in 
the same way as members of the LA. The national association defines these rules and 
the members have to accept them in writing.  

A member must in all cases automatically abstain if there is any doubt as to his/her 
independence towards the licence applicant or if there is a conflict of interest.   In this 
connection, the independence of a member may not be guaranteed if he/she or any 
member of his/her family (spouse, children, parents, siblings) is a:   

Member 
Shareholder 
Business partner 
Sponsor or 
Consultant, etc.  

of the licence applicant. The foregoing list is illustrative and not exhaustive.            
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44..  LLiicceennccee  AApppplliiccaanntt  aanndd  LLiicceennccee

   
4.1 Who is the Licence Applicant

  
The Licence applicant is the body (club) who applies for the Licence and following a 
successful application, this entity becomes known as the Licensee. The club must be a legal 
entity under National Law and must be a full member of the Football Association of Wales. It 
must be fully responsible for, and have sole control over all football activities, which are 
related to their participation in National and International football competitions as well as to 
the Club Licensing requirements.  

The club is in particular, responsible for ensuring the following:  

a) That all players of the club are registered with the FAW and, if non-amateur players, 
have a written labour contract with the club (see article 4 of FIFA Regulations for the 
status and transfer of players).  

b) That the FAW is provided with all necessary information and / or documents relevant 
to establishing that the Licensing obligations are fulfilled, as these obligations relate to 
the Sporting, Infrastructure, Personnel and Administrative, Legal , Financial and the 
Codes of Practice criteria set out in this manual. When assessing the fulfilment of the 
criteria, the FAW will take into account the entity / entities involved in the above 
football activities of the club.  

The Licensee should:  

a) Be based legally in the territory of the FAW and play its home matches only in Wales. 
The FAW may define exceptions, subject to the approval of the FAW Council.  

b) Have the right to use the name and the brands of the club and not change the name of 
the club for advertising / promotional purposes.  

c) Accept no clauses in contracts with television, sponsors or other commercial partners, 
which could restrict the club in its freedom of decision or affect its management.   

4.2 Level 2 of FAW Pyramid

  

Unlike the UFEA Manual, there will be no scope for the application of a Special Licence 
within Domestic Licensing. Moreover, from Season 2010/2011, any club currently playing in 
Level 2 of the FAW Pyramid, who make application for promotion into the Welsh Premier 
League, must adhere to the Must Criteria as stated in this Manual. Therefore, the awarding 
of a domestic Licence is a pre-requisite for promotion in to the Welsh Premier League from 
Season 2011/12 onwards. 
Clubs in Level 2 of the FAW Pyramid are set the same Deadline for Licence Applications as 
all other clubs.   
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55..  CCoorree  PPrroocceessss

    
5.1 Introduction

  
This chapter defines the assessment process (hereafter core process) of the club licensing 
system.   

5.1.1 Principle

  

In this National Club Licensing Manual, the FAW defines the core process for the verification 
of the criteria described in the manual (sporting criteria, infrastructure criteria, personnel and 
administrative criteria, legal criteria and financial criteria) and thus to control the issuance of a 
licence to a licence applicant.  

The core process is aimed at:  

a) Helping the licensor in establishing an appropriate and efficient licensing process 
according to its needs and organisation;   

b) Agreeing on the main requirements that the licensor has to comply with to issue the 
licence;  

c) Ensuring that the decision on the granting of a club licence is made by an independent 
body (FIB and/or AB.);  

d) Ensuring that the decision-making bodies receive adequate support from the licensing 
administration of the licensor.  

The core process includes the following information (an diagrammatic example is provided in 
Appendix I) and is supported by a timetable. The Football Association of Wales will fix the 
deadlines at the beginning of the season and communicate these dates to all licence applicants 
via circular letter as soon as an application has been made.  

a) Submission of the licensing documentation to the licence applicants;  

b) Return of the licensing documentation to the licensor in order to prove compliance with 
the licensing criteria;  

c) The procedure with regard to the assessment of the documentation by the licensing 
administration (e.g. persons involved, inspections, site visits, etc);  

d) Submission of the written representation letter to the licensor;  

e) The procedure with regard to the decision making  

The licensor must submit to the FAW Council, the list of licensed clubs by the 31st May 
deadline each year. Communication of this deadline to the Licence Applicants must be made 
by August 31st of the year preceding the season to be licensed at the latest. 
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66..  SSppoorrttiinngg  CCrriitteerriiaa

   
6.1

 
INTRODUCTION

  

For the future of Welsh football it is absolutely necessary to have a broad basis of footballers 

available, who possess the necessary skills and motivation to become top-level players in the 

Welsh Premier League. Therefore, it is important to foster youth development programmes 

and to attract into football more and better educated boys and girls, who not only play the 

game, but are also supporters of it. 

In this FAW Domestic Club Licensing Manual, the FAW stresses the importance of youth 

education and requires therefore higher quality standards for clubs participating in its Premier 

League. This is also in line with the UEFA objective of the Sports rule to encourage local 

training of players that aims promoting the training of new local talent in order to safeguard 

the future of football.   

6.2

 

OBJECTIVES

  

The objectives of the sporting criteria are that:  

Licence applicants invest in quality-driven youth development programmes;  

Licence applicants support football education and encourage non-football education 

of their youth players;  

Licence applicants foster medical care of their youth players;  

Licence applicants apply fair play on and off the pitch (including a common 

understanding of refereeing matters among all those involved in a match such as 

referees, players, coaches and officials). 
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6.3

 
BENEFITS FOR CLUBS

  
The first and main advantage of the sporting criteria is to produce football talents for the 

club s first squad every year. They also normally fit more easily and quickly into the first 

team squad since they have partly trained with them, know their tactics and speak the same 

language. They lack only experience. However, several top clubs in Europe already boast 

young talents who play regularly for the first team. These players, if trained by the club itself, 

are also crucial in respect of the identification process between fans and their clubs. 

In light of the FIFA transfer system, which was agreed upon with the European Commission, 

clubs which have trained players under 23 and who are then transferred internationally receive 

financial compensation. Clubs will thus receive a return on their investment if they train 

young players. Programmes for improving relations and respect between coaches, officials, 

players and referees support the idea of fair play on and off the pitch. The image of the 

players and clubs will improve and on the other hand fines for disciplinary sanctions could be 

reduced.    

6.4

 

CRITERIA

  

6.4.1 A CRITERIA  

No. Grade Description 

S.01 A APPROVED YOUTH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME  

The licence applicant must have a written youth development programme 
approved by the licensor. This education programme must include at least 
the following: 

a) Objectives and youth development philosophy; 

b) Organisation of youth sector (organisational chart; bodies involved, 
relation to licence applicant, youth teams etc.); 

c) Personnel (technical, medical and administrative etc.) and required 
minimum qualifications; 

d) Infrastructure available for youth sector (training and match 
facilities, others); 

e) Financial resources (available budget, contribution by licence 
applicant, players or local community etc.); 

f) Football education programme for the different age groups (playing 
skills, technical, tactical and physical);  

g) Education programme on the Laws of the game ;  
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No. Grade Description 

h) Medical support for youth players (incl. medical checks); 

i) Review and feedback process to evaluate the results and the 
achievements of the set objectives; 

j) Validity of the programme (at least 3 years but maximum 7 years).  

The youth development programme must further show the commitment and 
support of the licence applicant for mandatory and complementary school 
education of youth players through the introduction of the following 
mandatory provisions: 

a.) the licence applicant ensures that every youth player involved in 
its youth development programme has the possibility to follow 
the mandatory school education according to national law; 

b.) the licence applicant ensures that every youth player involved in 
this youth development programme is not prevented from 
continuing his non-football education (complimentary school 
education or profession). 

S.02 A YOUTH TEAMS  

The licence applicant must at least have the following youth teams within 
its legal entity or affiliated to its legal entity:  
a) at least two youth teams within the age range of 15 to 21; 

b) at least one youth team within the age range of 10 to 14; 

c) at least one team below the age of 10.  

The youth teams in the above age ranges litera a) and litera b) must take 
part in official competitions or programmes recognised by the national 
association and played on national, regional or local level. Each youth 
player of those teams must be registered either on national and/or on 
regional level. 

There is no obligation for the youth teams in children football (litera c 
above) to take part in official competitions. For these teams suitable events 
should be organised (mini-tournaments, youth gatherings on local level 
etc.) in order to provide fun and give them the opportunity to gain 
experience playing with other children teams. No mandatory registration of 
these players is required. 

FAW comment: The affiliation to a licence applicant is given as soon as the licence applicant provides, on an 
annual basis, financial and technical support to the youth teams. Affiliated football clubs must geographically 
be located within the territory of the national association. 

The FAW recommends that youth teams do not play more than the following number of competition matches 
or programmes per season and player: 

a) U-21, U-19 and U-17 do not play more than 40 (forty) competitive official matches per year/player.  

b) U-15 and U-13 do not play more than 30 (thirty) competitive official matches/tournaments per 
year/player. 
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No. Grade Description 

The FAW further promote to start with football education at UEFA s golden age of learning (i.e. under 10).  

S.03 A MEDICAL CARE OF PLAYERS 

The licence applicant must ensure that all of its players

 
who represent the 

First Team in the Licensing Season undergo an annual medical 
examination. The exact content of the Medical and the Players required for 
Testing is stated in Appendix VI. 

FAW comment: The licensor has defined the minimum content of the medical examination for all players 
being eligible to play for the first squad. This can be found in Appendix VI. It also defines the period when 
such checks have to be done and by whom in order to have the possibility to assess it later. The registration of a 
new player (national or international transfers) may be such an opportunity to require a compulsory medical 
examination.  

It must be assured that these medical checks are carried out by qualified medical staff and institutions. The 
results of those tests have to be communicated to the player and club concerned taking into account the 
confidentiality.   

Due to incidents happened in the past few years, the licence applicant has the responsibility to minimise 
medical risks of its players, especially of those, which are professional. For youth players the required medical 
care is covered according to the criterion S.01 (see above). The licensor may provide licence applicants with a 
template where the date, the content of the medical examination as well as the responsible medical doctor can 
be specified.  

  

6.4.2. B CRITERIA   

S.04 B REFEREEING MATTERS AND LAWS OF THE GAME  

The licence applicant must prove that at least the captain or his replacement 
and the First Team Manager or their assistant have attended a session or an 
event for refereeing matters provided by the Football Association of Wales 
or with its collaboration during the year prior to the season to be licensed. 
The criterion is fulfilled if those persons have attended the session or event. 

FAW comment: The FAW will annually organise an event for all clubs, and will be represented by the 
National Referees Officer and possibly some National Referees. 
As an example, the event would cover the following agenda: 

a) Welcome 

b) Laws of the Game  

c) New instructions 

d) Code of Conduct (proper behaviour) 

e) Questions and Answers 

f) Conclusions 

Failure to meet this Criteria is subject to a Minimum Fine of £500.00 

S.05 B RACIAL EQUALITY PRACTICE  

The licence applicant must prove that it has established and implemented a 
policy to tackle racism in football. The club should annually hold an event 
to encourage Racial Equality. This could be in conjunction with the Show 
Racism the Red Card Week of Action.
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FAW comment: Racism is still pervasive throughout our society. Everyone has a personal responsibility to 
treat other people fairly, whatever their colour, background, appearance status and circumstances in order to 
minimise the discriminatory effect of racism. The FAW recommends that clubs, with the support of the national 
association, establish creative activities to ensure the message is heard loud and clear.  

The Association endorses Show Racism the Red Card , the anti-racist educational Charity, which aims to 
combat racism through enabling role models, such as footballers, to present an anti-racist message to young 
people and others. Further information can be found under www.srtrc.org. 

The Racial Equality Standard for Professional Football Clubs sets out a series of measures in a framework 
document to support racial equality practice at clubs level. Information may be found under www.kickitout.org. 

Failure to meet this Criteria is subject to a Minimum Fine of £500.00 

                                       

http://www.srtrc.org
http://www.kickitout.org
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77..  IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree  CCrriitteerriiaa

   
7.1

 
INTRODUCTION

  
Since the introduction of Club Licensing, the stadium has always proved to be a complex 
issue due to the vast number of documents related to it and the large number of seats required 
for UEFA matches. However, Licensing has been a catalyst for the essential development at a 
number of WPL grounds. The importance of a safe, comfortable and modern stadium, 
offering a pleasurable experience to the player, official, spectator and sponsor should mean 
that those individuals return time and time again, consequently the development of 
Infrastructure is of ultimate significance.  

This section has now been developed to work towards the UEFA Stadium Regulations 
Category 1 Criteria, with the intention of working towards a Category 2 Stadium, , thus 
ensuring the continual development of Stadia within the Welsh Premier League.  

The Infrastructure Criteria is split into two different sections. Firstly, it is concerned with the 
Stadium, which will host all of the domestic matches throughout the season and secondly, it is 
concerned with the training facilities.   

If it is brought to the attention of the Football Association of Wales that the Stadium falls 
below the minimum level required at any time during the Season, an Inspection must be 
carried out at the earliest opportunity. If the inspection fails to meet these Criteria, the 
Football Association of Wales should sanction the club with an appropriate Sanction, which 
could be Licence Failure for the next Season, Points Deduction, Fine or Caution.    

7.2

 

OBJECTIVES

  

The objectives of the following infrastructure criteria are that:  

Licence applicants have an approved stadium available for playing Welsh Premier 
League matches, which provide spectators, media and press representatives with well 
equipped, well appointed and safe and comfortable stadia;  

Licence applicants have suitable training facilities for their players to help them 
improve their technical skills.   

7.3

 

BENEFITS FOR CLUBS

  

With the approach of having separate criteria for domestic and UEFA Licensing, clubs, and in 
particular the stadium owners, will know exactly where the stadium is rated and what needs to 
be done to ensure that it is an approved stadium for the Welsh Premier League. Moreover, 
once the stadium reaches this standard, clubs and stadium owners can develop strategies to 
upgrade to the UEFA quality level . This approach allows the stadium owner in cooperation 
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with the club to clearly plan and invest in missing requirements, which nowadays are 
necessary to host people at attractive and entertaining events.   

Therefore, each club, together with the stadium owner and the local community, should try to 
provide a stadium that is attractive, safe and secure, easily accessible by car (including 
parking facilities) and/or public transport, has comfortable seats with a close view of the 
pitch, has clean hospitality facilities and shops, is equipped with hygienic and spacious toilets 
for both sexes, provides communication installations (loudspeakers) and has also seats and 
toilets for disabled spectators.   

Higher quality standards and better facilities are creating more business opportunities and 
therefore more income for the owner and/or the club, which helps to finance investments in 
stadium facilities. Finally, the comfort of a stadium is an important element in terms of having 
a large crowd to support your team on the pitch.  

The FAW shall inspect and approve the stadium which will then be classified into one of 
the given quality categories (e.g. Welsh Premier Approved , UEFA 1-star or UEFA 2-
Star , etc).   

7.4

 

CRITERIA

  

Safety and Security

  

The club shall prepare a report that will be inspected and verified on site at the audit and which 
shall refer to the Safety and Security of the ground and shall provide detailed information on 
each of the sub-headings.   

CRITERIA 
& GRADE  

DEFINITION  WELSH PREMIER LEAGUE CRITERIA 

 

I.01  

Stadium 
Certificate  

A 

Refers to a Safety Certificate 
for the ground that is issued 
by the local authority in 
accordance with local and 
national legislation. 

Ground shall be designated under the Safety of Sports 
Ground Act (1975). The appropriate body on an annual 
basis shall review the certificate.  

Or

  

Ground shall have a certificate and comply with the 
appropriate legislation in accordance with the Fire Safety 
and Safety of Places of Sports Act (1987). The local 
authority concerned in conjunction with the Fire and Police 
authority shall on an annual basis review the certificate.   

Or

  

Ground shall have a Football Association of Wales Safety 
Certificate, duly signed by the Local Authority. A copy of 
this Certificate is illustrated in Appendix VIII.  

Safety certificates must not be older than one year at the 
Date of the Deadline for Submission Of Documents. 

  



 

23

   
CRITERIA 
& GRADE  

DEFINITION  WELSH PREMIER LEAGUE CRITERIA 

    
I.02  

Safety 
Policy   

A  

Sets out the requirements for 
a safety policy for spectators 
and a contingency plan aimed 
at safely evacuating the 
ground in an emergency 
situation.  

Clubs shall, in accordance with the Fire and Safety of 
Sports Act (1987), have in place a Safety Policy and 
Contingency Plan that has been agreed with the local 
emergency services. It should include all of the Criteria as 
listed in I.05 

 

Public Access and Egress .  

The Safety Certificate must confirm that all of the 
requirements in I.05 have been fulfilled. 

    

I.03  

Stadium 
Approved 
Evacuation 
Plan  

A  

Sets out the procedure for the 
safe evacuation of the 
stadium in an emergency.   

Clubs must have in place an approved Evacuation Plan. 
This must be formulated in co-operation with and approved 
by the County Council, Police, Fire and / or Health 
Services.  

The FAW will establish the content of the evacuation plan 
including an evacuation time and the approval body in close 
co-operation with by the County Council, Police and Fire 
Services. The minimum content of this evacuation plan is 
can be found on the CD-Rom. 

    

I.04  

Approved  
Capacity 
Level  

A   

Refers to the capacity level of 
the ground that has been 
approved by the relevant local 
authority.  

The club should have in place an approved capacity level 
that has been agreed with the local authority, which is 
relevant and safe for all competitions.  

Clubs are reminded that their own performance in terms of 
the physical condition of the ground, the (P) factor, and its 
safety management, the (S) factor, have a direct affect on 
the capacity level of the ground.  
The minimum capacity for Welsh Premier League and 
League Cup matches will be 1,500 spectators with at least 
500 covered seats. 
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I.05  

Public 
Access and 
Egress  

A  

Refers to the safe access to 
the stadium for the various 
user groups and includes 
where relevant  

The route to the 
stadium. 
Access points for the 
ground. 
Appropriate signage. 
Site Plan 
Layout Plan   

1. At least two Turnstiles must be designed in such a 
way as to avoid congestion and ensure the smooth 
flow of the crowd.  

2. All public passageways and stairways in the spectator 
areas must be painted in a bright colour, as must all 
gates leading from the spectator areas into the playing 
area and all exit doors and gates leading out of the 
stadium.  

3. All exit doors and gates in the stadium, and all gates 
leading from the spectator areas into the playing area, 
must: 
a) be fitted with a locking device which may be 

operated simply and quickly by anyone from the 
inside in the case of exit doors and gates or from 
either side in the case of gates leading into the 
playing area; 

b) be designed to remain unlocked while spectators 
are in the stadium.  

4 Approaches to the stadium must be adequately 
signposted to guide spectators to their sectors, and all 
turnstiles, entry and exit gates and doors must be 
operational and similarly clearly indicated by signs 
which are universally understood. Commercial 
Signage and Signage within Dressing Rooms must 
also be on display.   

5 Club should submit a Policy stating the procedure for 
all Players, Officials and Spectators when entering the 
Stadium. A policy must be in place if there is need for 
Segregation. 

6 The Boundary Wall must be of sound solid 
construction, secure on all sides and designed to 
obscure viewing from outside the ground.  
(Recommended height of boundary structure is 2 
metres).  

The club must submit a Layout Plan detailing all 
facilities within the Stadium (1:1000) and a Site Plan 
showing the Access Routes in to the Stadium (1:1500) 

   

I.06  

Procedure 
for Comms. 

 

           
A  

This refers to the 
communication facilities 
available within the ground as 
a means of addressing safety 
issues and refers where 
relevant to the provision of 
the Public Address system.  

The Public Address System must be installed with adequate 
speaker output to relay information, particularly of an 
emergency nature, to all spectator areas. It can also be used 
to communicate match information to Spectators and to 
promote Match Sponsors.  
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I.07  

Control 
Room 
           
B  

This refers to the facilities 
available within the ground as 
a means of addressing safety 
issues and refers where 
relevant to the provision of a 
Control Point or Room.   

The stadium should have a Police Control Room. The 
location, design and equipment for which shall be agreed 
between the club, police, emergency services and local 
authority and must have:  

1. An overall view of the inside of the stadium. 
2. Be at least 10 square metres in size. 
3. A worktable and chairs. 
4. A telephone. 
5. Access to the stadium public address system.  

If this criterion is not fulfilled the FAW may sanction 
the club with:  

a) A Caution 
b) A Fine 

 

Areas Relating to Players and Officials

  

The club shall prepare a report that will be inspected at the audit and which shall refer to the 
field of play and shall provide detailed information on each of the sub-headings.   

CRITERIA 
& GRADE  

DEFINITION  WELSH PREMIER LEAGUE CRITERIA 

  

I.08  

The Field of 
Play  

A  

This criteria refers to the 
Field of Play, in which the 
club plays all of its Home 
matches in the Welsh Premier 
League and League Cup.  

The Field of Play must be smooth and level.  

It must be equipped with a drainage system so that it cannot 
become unplayable due to flooding.  

Artificial turf must be approved by the FAW. It must be 
approved by FIFA and meet all requirements of the 
National Legislation in force. The surface must also be 
green.  

There must be a grass verge or alternatively artificial turf of 
the minimum width of 1.5 metres outside the field of play. 
It is recommended that this distance is 3 metres between the 
touch line and the perimeter barrier.  

The field must measure 105 metres x 68metres. In 
exceptional circumstances and under written request, clubs 
may play within the range of 100-105m in length and 64-
68m in width for domestic matches. 

 

I.09 
   
Warm-up 
Area  

A 

Refers to the area where players 
and match officials are able to 
engage in warm-up activities in 
preparation for a match and for 
Substitutes during the Match 

This will normally take place on the field although clubs 
should give consideration to an alternative area indoor and 
outdoor within the immediate environs of the ground as 
back up for inclement weather conditions.  

A warm-up area for substitutes must be made available 
along the touchlines or behind the advertising boards 
behind the goal. 
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CRITERIA 
& GRADE  

DEFINITION  WELSH PREMIER LEAGUE CRITERIA 

 
I.10  

Goals and 
Spare Goal  

1. - A     

Refers to the dimensions and 
configuration of the goal 
areas. 

1. Goalposts and crossbars must be made out of aluminium 
or similar material and must be round or elliptical. 
Moreover, they must be in compliance with the Laws of the 
Game as promulgated by the International Football 
Association Board (IFAB), which means, in particular, that:  

a) the distance between the posts must be 7.32m; 
b) the distance from the lower edge of the crossbar to the 
ground must be 2.44m; 
c) the goalposts and crossbars must be white; 
d) they must not pose any danger to players. 

 

2. - C  
It is recommended that a spare goal, which can be easily 
installed if the circumstances so require, be available within 
the stadium. 

 

I.11  

Substitutes 
Benches  

A 

Refers to the allocated seated 
area that accommodates 
substitute players and 
officials during the course of 
a game.  

The Stadium must be equipped with two covered benches at 
pitch level, each with seating room for at least 13 people 
and positioned preferably either side of the Halfway Line.  
The two benches must be on the same side as each other.  

 

I.12  

Dressing    
Rooms  

A 

Refers to the facility set aside 
for the use of players, 
technicians and match 
officials on any given match 
day to change, wash, prepare 
team tactics etc. 

1 A Stadium must be equipped with: 
a) A dressing-room for each team with a minimum of 

five showers, one individual seated toilet, seating 
room for at least 20 persons, one massage table 
and one tactical board;  

b) A Referees dressing-room with a minimum of one 
shower, one individual seated toilet, five seats and 
a desk.  

2 A stadium must guarantee direct, private and protected 
access for both teams and the referees from their 
dressing-rooms to the playing area and ensure their 
safe arrival at/departure from the stadium. 

N.B. Any new re-developments must have Seating Room 
for at least 25 persons in the Players Dressing Rooms. 

 

I.13  

Match Day 
Office /  
UEFA 
Delegate 
Room  

A 

Refers to the Office, where all 
of the Administration takes 
place on a Match Day. This 
includes Team Sheets / 
Communicating Match Data.  

For UEFA Matches, this will 
be used as the Match 
Delegates Room. 

The stadium must be equipped with a Match Day 
Office with access to communication 
Facilities, 
These must include Phone, Fax and E-mail.  

It must be located within the Stadium Grounds with 
easy access to the Team and Referee Dressing-Rooms. 
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CRITERIA 
& GRADE  

DEFINITION  WELSH PREMIER LEAGUE CRITERIA 

  
I.14   

First Aid 
and 
treatment 
facilities for 
Players and 
Officials  

A  

Refers to the first aid and 
medical facilities available 
for the use of treating players 
and match officials.  

The stadium must be equipped with a dedicated room for 
first aid and medical treatment of players and officials.  

A medical examination room for players and referees, 
which in certain circumstances (emergencies) could also be 
used for injured spectators, should be provided in the 
immediate vicinity of the dressing room area with easy 
access to an Exit from the Stadium. The doors and corridors 
leading to this room should be wide enough to allow 
stretchers and wheelchairs through.   

The following minimum equipment should be 
provided in this room: 

1 Examination table 

1 Portable stretcher 

1 Washbasin (hot water) 

1 Glass cabinet for  medicine 

1 Oxygen bottle with mask 

1 Blood-pressure gauge 

1 Telephone (external/internal) 

1 Defibrillator 

  

I.15  

Doping 
Control 
Station  

B  

This criteria refers to the 
room set aside where players 
undergo dope testing and 
includes details on;  

The room 

The toilet facilities 

The washing facilities 

  

1. The stadium must be equipped with a dedicated doping 
control station which meets the requirements set out in 
Appendix X of these regulations.  

2 The doping control station must be near the team 
dressing-rooms and inaccessible to the public and the 
media.  

3 It must be at least 20m2 and comprise a waiting room, 
testing room and toilet area, all adjoining.  

4 The waiting room forms part of or is immediately 
adjacent to the testing room (a partition dividing the two 
areas is also acceptable). It must contain sufficient seating 
for eight people, clothes-hanging facilities or lockers, as 
well as a refrigerator.  

5 The testing room must contain: one table, four chairs, a 
sink with running water, a lockable cabinet, and a toilet 
(adjacent to the room or in the room itself).  

6 The toilet area must be within the testing room or 
immediately next to it and with direct private access to the 
testing room. It must contain a seated toilet as well as a sink 
with running water.  

If this criterion is not fulfilled the FAW may sanction 
the club with:  

a) A caution 
b) A fine 




